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Karyce Z’t’Nali
5A8755, 21/FE/A+
Halinshah Prefecture, Zerrit 5/Zerrit, Bustani Sct.
Location Unknown.
Status: Presumed Dead.
Last seen in Mbali Sct, incarcerated aboard
HRMCV Recalcitrant (now destroyed by Nexxar)

Karyce ﬁnds herself walking amongst aliens, trying to ﬁnd a way back home. 21 years old, unemployed, she takes to the stars to ﬁnd her boyfriend
and inform him of her pending pregnancy.
However, the Universe has a different plan for
her and a chain of events traps her far from home.
She joins the crew of a spacecraft which tends
toward mercenary and salvage work, but is crewed
by wanted criminals. Tracked by the Hegemonic
Navy, their ship is impounded, and the crew arrested by the Hegemony ship Recalcitrant, which
itself is destroyed in a battle action against the
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alien Nexxar.
Karyce’s body is recovered from the wreckage,
and seeing that she was pregnant, the Nexxar
revive her. When the war against the Humans
ends, the Nexxar, bound by new treaties preventing their passage in Human space, drop
Karyce off in the middle of a burgeoning Interstellar community, where the aliens have never
met a human being before.
Karyce ends up learning their languages and their
ways, and bums from place to place, job to job,
trying to find a way back to Human Space.

“It is said that the Jha’Jhiv never really learned or
discovered anything of value for themselves. Every
piece of technology, civil structure, spiritual concept,
ethical focus or scientiﬁc know-how they ever had
was donated or bartered from more sophisticated and
altruistic species.
This, of course, isn’t entirely true.
Which means, of course, that some of it IS…”

PSA Library Data, Entry J5439

The Jha’Jhiv
Biology

The Jha’Jhiv are a three-legged, globular species
evolved from amphibians that essentially tired of
swimming. With no physical hard skeleton to support
them, they rely on a system hydrostatic bladders that
inﬂate and deﬂate at will, hooked to a cartilaginous
frame. Because of this, they are able to consciously and unconsciously alter their body shape to a
great extent without harm. This system relies on the
presence of near-constant pressure, so can be easily
subverted by exterior stress. Blood-pressure drops or
increases upsets their equilibrium, and hence bodily
control. In light of this, they prefer to avoid direct
confrontations, panic or anxiety inducing situations
and are instead evasive, sneaky and passive-aggressive.
Their bodies consist of a spherically shaped torso,
supported by three stubby legs with no discernible
foot; a long muscular neck supports a small “head”
with two eyes and nostril stalks, that supplement
communication through sounds, gestures, etc.
They ingest foods through a vertically oriented
toothed mouth on the central body. Diet consists of
mulchable vegetation, crustacean and ﬁsh derived
foods and large amounts of sugary liquids, which
they are able to ferment inside their own bodies at an
alarming rate.
Jha’jhiv have two arms, ending in a 2-ﬁngered,
padded hand, with a supportive “thumb” stub that
has a modiﬁed spiracle that allows them to taste what
they touch. Their hands do not allow for extremely
ﬁne manipulation, so their creations tend to be bulky
and round, allowing them to wrap their hands around
an item, rather than grip it ﬁnely.
Breathing is conducted mainly through the skin, as
is temperature regulation, so they tend not to wear
much in the way of clothes, except for hazardous
environments, such as vacuum work.
Jha’Jhiv clothing, then, is mainly aimed to display
status of the individual and provide a framework to
retain possessions, such as bags, webbing, etc.
Vital organs, including the brain, are contained
within the center torso where they are protected by
several layers of the ﬂuid-ﬁlled bladders that comprise
its skeleton.

History
Their amphibian ancestors were hexapodal
cephalopods that routinely foraged and hunted
for food in tidal pools. Modern water-dwelling
cousins of the Jha’jhiv can still be seen on their
homeworld, and comparisons show they have not
changed that much.
Evolutionary pressures resulted in specialization
of the “head limb” that could be used to poke
out of cave holes, above the waterline or around
corners. This encouraged the ancestral Jha’jhiv
to spend more productive time out of water and
allowed them to leverage land environments.
Even though they show ample curiosity, the
Jha’jhiv realized they didn’t have to work that hard
to do anything if there is someone around to do
it for them. Although they developed a complex
civilization, they developed a “work ethic” that
enslaved lower-animals and led to the social-abuse
of any individual they deemed useful, resulting in
a hideous dark age that only ended with the arrival
of star-faring species. Contact with aliens brought
incredible technologies and a period of enlightenment that continues to this day, but has done little
to alter their attitude.
They use a tremendous amount of robotic
labour, which they direct with slaver-like attention.
As the overseers, and not maintainer of automatons, they are oblivious to how things work, or
why. So long as someone, or something, is around
to provide help, they are easy going, but fail quickly in the face of adversity.
Psychologically, they lack conﬁdence and spirit,
unless placed in a position of authority that seems
unquestioned. When confronted with conﬁdence,
or their authority doubted, they become angry
and even violent, which translates into devious
schemes of revenge that often backﬁre. Jha’jhiv
dramatic mythology is ﬁlled with tales of revenge
schemes that actually worked, and very little else.
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